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RIBCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Council meeting held at 7.30pm on Monday 21 



January 2019 at SS Peter & Paul’s Parish Centre, Ribchester.



PRESENT:


Chairman: Cllr Ian Sayers


Councillors:


A Brown   J Dickinson   E Law-Riding
C Milne   G Rollinson    D Royle    
77

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 



None required


78

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



There were no declarations.
79

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


Two representatives from Mountwood Academy were invited to address the meeting about 


recent developments at the school on Ward Green Lane.  A new strategy of greater engagement 

with the village is being developed, and the staff outlined the plans for the way that the resident 

children would like to get involved in village life.  Examples cited were Field Day and also a level 

of involvement in the RATS Panto.  Members of the Council welcomed this change of approach, 

and expressed support for  the initiative.  The representatives expressed an interest in attending 

future PC meetings to keep Councillors updated. 
ACTION
Mountwood to forward a short report to the Clerk for inclusion in the next Parish Magazine article 

from the Council.  
80

MINUTES


The Minutes of the meeting held on 19 November 2018 were approved as a correct record 


and signed by the Chairman.
81

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


Knowle Green Village Hall:  Defibrillator (Min65: Previous Min56)


No further information having been received, it was presumed still to be a matter pending.  
ACTION
Clerk to make a further connection to ascertain progress.



White Bull Planning Application Update (Min 68)



This was reported as an Application Refused, but then taken as a substantive item under 


Planning (Min 82)



Christmas Arrangements (Min 73)


It was reported that the agreed arrangements had been put in place.  Gratitude was expressed 

for Sir Peter Openshaw’s continuing generosity in donating the tree.  Other issues then taken as 

a substantive item (Min 86) 

ACTION
Letter of thanks to be sent to Sir Peter

82

PLANNING


A document updating current planning application progress was presented.  Two applications 

having been approved (for 42 Water St, and 36 Chesterbrook) and one refused – The White Bull 

application. Since receipt of this decision there had been a site visit when the objections to the 

proposed alterations were discussed.  The two key objections had been thoroughly explored, and 

the Chairman reported that if the concerns raised were to be addressed in an amended 


application then there would be a strong case for approval being granted..


It was noted that three other applications (for 9 Greenside, Moor Nook Barn and Moneymoon) 

had been considered between meetings, and that the response of ‘No Objections’ had been 

returned.
83

ACCOUNTS
RESOLVED:
(a)
That the following payments be made:



Lengthsman – Fees for April – Dec 2018


£1483.70


Clerk
Clerical services (Dec 2018 – Jan 2019)

£250.10


SS Peter & Paul PC; meeting fees 



£25.00


(b).
 That the action of the Chairman in authorising the following payments between 



meetings be endorsed:


Clerk – Clerical Servies (Jan-Dec 2018)


£294.79


HMRC – PAYE (quarterly Payment)



£209.20



Office Equipment – New Parish Office



£225.60









84

MATTERS RELATING TO PRINCIPAL COUNCILS
1. Borough Council Report


Cllr Sayers reported on the publication and receipt of the document ‘Our Waste, our resources: a 

strategy for England’, which was a comprehensive document on the development of an improved 

approach to managing waste at county and borough level.  It reflected current concerns in 


respect of disposal/re-cycling of plastics, food-waste, garden-waste and also contains cohesive 

suggestions on Deposit Returns Schemes and addressing the notion of ‘built-in obsolescence’ in 

household appliances by improving product longevity.  Land-fill is also a concern within the 


strategy and it was reported that LCC is currently evaluating proposals for a state-of-the art 


incinerator at Heysham, which will emit pure air as a by-product.  Implications of the strategy for 

Lancashire households will be a re-evaluation of the advice given about permitted contents of the 

red wheely bins.


It was further reported that there had been changes of Council members in RVBC:  the new 


leader of the Council is Stephen Atkinson and his Deputy is Rupert Swarbrick.  It was confirmed 

that the local Council elections would take place in May 2019.  Finally, it was reported that a new 

Director of Development and Economic Planning had been appointed; a key aspect of this role 

would be to identify areas for development and housing.



In response to a question, it was confirmed that a meeting on 22 January would be considering 

the market re-development in Clitheroe.  Initial plans include the pursuit of grant funding to 


support the re-development of town centres.


2.
Village Issues

The information that the Lengthsman was amenable to monthly fee-payments and also to meeting to discuss work schedules was welcome.
85
BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION

The feedback from the 2018 competition was reported.  It was noted that sight of its contents would be helpful to key participants named in the report.
ACTION
To forward copy of report to SS Peter and Paul’s (and others)


It was reported that Information Meetings are to be held in February to explain the changes made to the assessment process and criteria.  Two volunteers are requested.  One was present, and the other will be sought.

ACTION
Clerk to publicise the meeting notice

86.
CHRISTMAS ARRANGEMENTS

It was reported that the Christmas tree had been disposed of in early January and the crib and other equipment stored at SS Peter & Paul’s.  Thanks were expressed for this arrangement.  Figures are now stored at the Parish Office.  It was noted that the yew hedges have grown  sufficiently to obscure the view of the crib in places.  
ACTION
Clerk to contact the Gardening Club to request pruning of hedges

87
OTHER CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

Correspondence received from the RVS (formerly WRVS) Community Transport Scheme, giving 
notification of a door-to-door transport service being offered to parish residents.  Whilst 
acknowledged as a worthy enterprise, it was noted that it appeared to be running in competition 
with the Little Green Bus, which is well supported by Ribchester.   Resolved to leave the matter 
for the Directors of both organisations to resolve and work together to provide a wide-ranging 
service, without duplication.
88
RECREATION GROUND UP-DATE


It was reported that £25,000 had been secured for improvements on the Rec and much of the 
playground equipment was being replaced.  The area will be cordoned off for a short time and 
the work will be completed before half-term.  This report was welcomed.
89

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING



The next meeting of the Council would be held on Monday 18 February 2019 at SS Peter & 
Paul’s parish centre. 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at.8.20pm
Confirmed as a true record



_________________________   Chairman

_________________   Date                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

