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RIBCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Council meeting held at 7.30pm on Monday 15 February 2016 at SS Peter & Paul’s Parish Centre, Ribchester.



PRESENT:
 Councillor Ian Sayers (Chairman)
 


 
Councillors:



A Brown
J Dickinson
E Law-Riding



C Milne

G Rollinson
D Royle



84

APOLOGIES
FOR ABSENCE




Were received from County Councillor David Smith. 


85

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



There were no declarations of interest..

86

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation
87
MINUTES



The Minutes of the meeting held on 18 January 2016 were approved as a correct record 


and signed by the Chairman.

88

MATTERS ARISING 
Min 72 Withdrawal of Bus Services: Chairman gave a brief update on the present position. There appeared to be a growing awareness of the problems that the withdrawal of subsidies would cause with the County Council now proposing to set aside an amount of money to ameliorate the situation. The joint working group from Chipping and Ribchester would be meeting urgently to bid for some of the new funding.
89

PLANNING



1.
Chairman reported on recent decisions of the Planning Committee of the Borough 



Council including applications delegated to the Chief Executive.


2.
Council considered a report on planning applications dealt with during the interval between 



meetings: 



Council raised no Objection to the following applications:
3/2015/1025 & 1026:
Erection of new sow farrowing and weaner building and the erection of sheep handling/lambing building at Greenmoor Farm, Greenmoor Lane.




3/2016/0016:
First floor extension over existing ground floor extension at




 7 Hospital Cottages, Ribchester Road.
3/2016/0084:
Proposed garage at 1 Lower Barn Cottages. Proposed garage and new vehicle access at 2 Lower Barn Cottages. Demolition of outbuildings at Lower Barn Farm and reconfiguration of residential curtilages. All at  Riverside.
RESOLVED     
That the Report be accepted
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.
90
ACCOUNTS

RESOLVED

That the following payments be made:



Clerk:
Clerical services (Jan/Feb) £248.00; Computer expenses 



(£61.15)








£309.15


SS Peter & Paul PC: meeting fee 





£  25.00

91

AUDIT ARRANGEMENTS FROM 2017/2018 FINANCIAL YEAR
Clerk briefly outlined the current position. BDO LLp had been appointed by the Audit Commission in August 2012 to audit the annual return of the Parish Council for five years from 2012/2013. Audit fees are based on a sliding scale depending on turnover. No fees are currently payable for authorities such as Ribchester with a turnover below £10.000.

The Audit Commission was wound up in April 2015 and replaced by a new company – the Smaller Authorities Audit Appointments Ltd – who will appoint auditors and set the scale of fees from 2017. 

While the audit regime will remain unchanged, authorities with a turnover below £25.000 will be exempt from having to submit an annual return. An auditor will still be required in case there are questions from elector’s to be resolved. 

.
The intention is to maintain the rates of fees for authorities with turnover exceeding £25.000 at current levels. However, the situation in respect of authorities with turnover below £25.000 is unresolved and a small fee may become payable. 

. 
The proposal is for the new company to formally appoint external auditors on behalf of the Parish Council for a five year period from 2017/2018 unless the Council exercises its right to opt out and procure external audit itself. Should the Council wish to do so it must set up a formal audit panel and follow the statutory appointment process set out in the audit regulations. It is probable that such an appointment would be at considerably higher cost as the saving from bulk procurement would not be available and there may also be additional administrative costs. After discussion:

RESOLVED
That the Parish Council remain ‘opted in’ to the new arrangements for the five year period beginning on 1 April 2017..

92

MATTERS RELATING TO PRINCIPLE COUNCILS


1.
Parish Grant Scheme: 


Chairman reported that the Borough Council had accepted the application by Knowle 
Green Village Hall Committee for the purchase of a new bench to replace the 
existing damaged bench on Clitheroe Road. The Parish Council had now placed an 
order for a bench and accessories at a total cost of £439.03. This sum includes an 
amount of recoverable VAT of £73.16.
. 


2.
Borough Council Report
Chairman gave the Borough Council report mentioning: The Borough Council’s budget requirements; The Borough Council medium term Financial Strategy and considerations in respect of the recent flooding in the borough.
3
Local Highway issues
Clerk gave a brief overview of reported issues in relation to lighting (particularly the lights by the toilet block and on Stydd Lane), blocked gullies and various potholes. The County Council had reported their intention to patch and resurface Gallows Lane and Stoneygate Lane during April, depending on weather conditions.
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93.
LENGTHSMAN DUTIES

Arrangements for the Lengthsman service, both in the run up to the Best Kept Village competition and for the remainder of 2016, were considered and set. 
94
BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION 2016

1.
Council agreed to enter Ribchester and Knowle Green in the competition for 
2016. 
The usual ‘Certificate of Merit’ entries plus the new village war memorial would be 
included and the cost of £40 met from the current year’s budget.



2.
Council agreed to set aside 5th March as the date for this year’s Spring Clean. This 



date would tie in with the national initiative ‘Clean for a Queen’. Clerk to write to 



members and 
advertise the event on the parish notice board. The Borough Council 



would be asked to supply litter pickers and black bin bags.

3
Chairman reminded members that a number of suggestions for brightening up the village had been included in the Judge’s Report following the 2015 competition.  Council agreed that it would be appropriate to follow up the suggestions shortly after the spring clean.

95
OTHER CORRESPONDENCE


Partner Construction; offer of donation: Council to consider and respond.

96

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING



Agreed that the next meeting of the Council would be held on Monday 21 March 2016 at 
SS Peter & Paul’s parish centre. 


There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 8.59 pm
Confirmed as a true record:

___________________________
Chairman

___________________________
Date
:

