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RIBCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Council meeting held at 7.30pm on Monday 18 January 2016 at SS Peter & Paul’s Parish Centre, Ribchester.



PRESENT:
 Councillor Ian Sayers (Chairman)
 


 
Councillors:



A Brown
J Dickinson
 C Milne





D Royle
E Law-Riding


71

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



Cllr. John Dickinson declared an interest in Agenda item 12 [Parish Council grants].

72

WITHDRAWAL OF BUS SERVICES


Chairman gave a brief outline of the current position in relation to the proposed withdrawal of 

bus service subsidies and the consequential effects on bus services through the village. On 


25 November the County Council had decided to end all bus subsidies as part of the 


proposed budget reductions. Following that decision bus service providers were formally 


advised that all county council contracts would end on 2 April.



Holmeswood Coaches operate a number of county council contracted bus services 



throughout Lancashire, among which are services 5 & 15 that operate through Ribchester. 


The Company have given notice that they would be unable to fulfil all of their contracts up to 

the end date of April due to potential loss of drivers. As a result the two Ribchester services 


will cease after operations on 21 February.


Questions were then invited from the floor, during which an explanation was given of the 


difficulties in setting up a parish based transport system and of the operations of the ‘Little 


Green Bus’ service.



Chipping Parish Council had decided to form a group/committee to explore any possibility of 

providing a replacement service and invited Ribchester to join the group. After further 


discussion it was agreed to set up a similar group that would also consider what, if any, 


mitigating actions could be taken to protect vulnerable adults. The group was asked to liaise 

with Chipping and report back to the next meeting of the Council.

73

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mr Christopher Ratcliff asked if the Chairman would give a statement in relation to ongoing issues at Stydd Gardens. In reply Cllr. Sayers thanked Mr Ratcliff for his question and said that action was ongoing in relation to two issues concerning planning and environmental matters. He confirmed that the Parish Council would continue to press the relevant authorities for the outstanding matters to be concluded as soon as possible, and agreed to keep the meeting informed of progress. 
Mr Brian Chapman asked if the Chairman would give a statement in relation to speeding on Stoneygate Lane. In reply Cllr. Sayers thanked Mr Chapman for his question and replied that the Parish Council had raised the issue of speeding on Stoneygate Lane and Preston Road on a number of occasions, and would continue to do so. The County Council had, so far, taken the view that the national speed limit remained appropriate for both roads. Cllr Sayers further explained the technical details behind the consideration and setting of speed limits. A copy of the relevant document would be placed on the notice board for information.
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74

MINUTES



The Minutes of the meeting held on 16 November 2015 were approved as a correct record 


and signed by the Chairman.

75

MATTERS ARISING 
Min 33[2]: Electoral Review of Lancashire: Following the earlier consultation the Boundary Commission had invited comment on its draft recommendations for the future electoral arrangements for Lancashire. Apart from minor boundary changes the Commission had recommended that the number of councillors should remain as at present. In response the Parish Council had supported the views and recommendations of the Commission.
76

PLANNING



1.
Chairman reported on recent decisions of the Planning Committee of the Borough 



Council including applications delegated to the Chief Executive.


2.
Council considered a report on planning applications dealt with during the interval between 



meetings: 


3/2015/0873:
Application for a replacement access road onto Stoneygate Lane at
The 


Paddocks, Stoneygate Lane. The Council OBJECTED to the application on the grounds that 

1) no explanation had been given as to why a second access was thought necessary and 2) 

that the proposal would cut a swathe through agricultural land and be an unwelcome intrusion 

into open countryside.


Council raised no Objection to the following applications:


3/2015/0787:
Single storey extension to east elevation at The Maples, Stoneygate Lane.




3/2015/0850:
 Change of use of a barn to a dwelling including alterations to elevations to 
reduce number and size of window at Eatoughs Farm, Fleet Street Lane.



3/2015/0962:
The replacement with new of an existing garage, agricultural store and 


workshop at Knowle Hey, Stoneygate Lane



3/2015/0936:
Extension to the rear and a dormer window at 25 Blackburn Road



3/2015/0993:
Extension to existing sun lounge at Riverside Barn.
RESOLVED     
That the Report be accepted.
77.

BUDGET REPORT AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2015
RESOLVED
That the Budget Report be received and approved.
78
ACCOUNTS

RESOLVED
1.
That the following payments be made:



Clerk:
Clerical services (Dec/Jan) £248.00; Expenses 



q/e 31 December (13.77)





£261.77


PDQ Pizza (Matthew Walker); Lengthsman July to December

£728.09


SS Peter & Paul PC: meeting fee 




£  25.00


.
2.
 That the action of the Chairman in authorising the following payment between 



meetings be endorsed:



Mrs A Thompson [Xmas lights]




£ 23.00.



HMRC [PAYE q/e 31 December]




£186.00
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3.
December Salaries paid under Resolution 69



Clerk: Clerical duties (Nov/Dec)




£248.00



4.
Clerk reported receipt of the following income:




Allotment rents [5 plots]




£260.39
79

MATTERS RELATING TO PRINCIPLE COUNCILS


1.
Parish Grant Scheme: Council considered an  application for grant under the Borough Council’s Parish Grant Scheme. After discussion:

RESOLVED
That Council support the application of Ribcaged for a grant to pump prime a proposed new 


venture - RibFest- for a summer festival of music and drama in Ribchester to replace the 


Ribchester Festival that was wound up in 2015. 

2.
Borough Council Report

Chairman gave the Borough Council report mentioning: A proposal for RVBC to apply for a certificate to enable the council to provide social housing; Homewise; Summer days and Clitheroe Food Festivals..

3
Flooding


Chairman briefed Council on his observations of the Ribchester floods of 26 
December. These had been forwarded to the borough Council for information.
4
Parish Spring Clean
The suggested date for this year’s Spring Clean is 5 March to fit in with the ‘Clean for the Queen’ initiative. Further details will be given at the next meeting.

80.
LENGTHSMAN DUTIES

Were set. A small working group comprising Chairman, vice Chairman and Cllr Royle was set up to  consider arrangements for the Lengthsman service for 2016..

81
PARISH COUNCIL GRANT APPLICATION
RESOLVED
That the following grant be made:

Ribchester Community Lunch Club [LG Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1976 s 69] 
£150.00

82

CHRISTMAS 2015


Chairman reported on this year’s event. The Council’s grateful thanks went to those who 


had helped in any way.
83

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING



Agreed that the next meeting of the Council would be held on Monday 15 February 2016 at 
SS Peter & Paul’s parish centre. 


There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.25   pm
Confirmed as a true record:
:

