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RIBCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Meeting of the Council

Meeting date:

Tuesday 16 March  2015, starting at 7.30pm

Location:

SS Peter & Paul’s Parish Centre, Ribchester.



PRESENT:

 Councillor Ian Sayers (Chairman)



Councillors:



A M Brown
C Cunliffe
E Law-Riding 





D Royle
G Rollinson

County Councillor David Smith in attendance

101

APOLOGIES 



Were received from Cllr J Dickinson. 

102

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



There were no declarations
103

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Questions were raised about the vacancy for a lengthsman and the results of the parish litter pick.

104

MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 17 February 2015 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

105
MATTERS ARISING

Min 94: Revamp of Parish Website: Design of the site was now underway with the structure in place. The draft version was also available to view on the web.

Min 97 (2b); Dog Fouling: Clerk reported that the dog warden had visited the village and posted notices in prominent places. The warden would follow up any concerns with individual dog owners. Council would post a suitable notice on the parish noticeboard.

106

PLANNING

1. Chairman introduced Mr STEPHEN BARKER, temporary Enforcement Officer, to the meeting.

 Stephen Barker, gave a resume of his work on both licensing and planning enforcement. 


 He outlined his involvement with licensing matters with his role being to investigate 



complaints about premises, gather evidence, interview complainants and those being 


complained against and make a decision on the merits of each case. However, he spent the 

majority of his time on planning enforcement. This was governed in the main by the 



Enforcement Plan which had been approved by Planning and Development Committee in 


August 2014. He followed up 
complaints where planning conditions were allegedly not being 

adhered to. But because of the number of planning developments and the size of the area, 


this process was inevitably a reactive one. 
He gave details of how the enforcement process worked pointing out that the ultimate 


sanction was that of an Enforcement Notice being served. Following questions from members 
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and from the floor Chairman thanked Mr Barker for his presentation and returned to the 


remainder of the Agenda



2.
Chairman reported on recent decisions of the Planning Committee of the Borough 



Council including applications delegated to the Chief Executive.



3.
Council considered a report on planning applications dealt with during the interval between 



meetings:

3/2014/00749: Change of use from garden centre to mixed use comprising garden centre and restaurant.

CONCIL OBJECTED to the application in the belief that the outstanding issues in relation to the site should not be addressed in a piecemeal fashion but dealt with under one composite application. Council requested that the application be withdrawn or refused.

3/2015/0016: Conversion of barn to form two dwellings at Cowley Brook Farm, Higher Road.

NO OBJECTION

RESOLVED
That the Report be accepted.

RESOLVED      4
That RVBC be advised that the Parish Council raise ‘No Objection’ in relation to the following applications: 


3/2015/0043: Single storey extension to rear at 30 Blackburn Road.

3/2015/0107: Temporary conversion of the ground floor of the existing bakery and the ground floor of the approved extension to a dwelling at Orchard Park, Stoneygate Lane.

5
Council considered an appeal against the refusal of planning consent in relation to land at Time House, Lower Lane, Knowle Green. Council had previously objected to the application on the grounds of road safety and believed that the appeal documents did not adequately address this issue. Council agreed to continue to oppose the application and to submit further comment in relation to it.

107

ACCOUNTS

RESOLVED
That the following payments be made:

Clerk
Clerical services (Feb/Mar); imprest payments (£22.99); 

computer consumables £69.99)




£335.72





SS Peter & Paul PC: meeting fee 




£  25.00



Mr J F Slater; Lengthsman Feb 




£137.36

HMRC: PAYE q/e 31 March 2015




£182.00

LBKVC








£  40.00





108

MATTERS RELATING TO PRINCIPAL COUNCILS



1
Borough Council Report

The Chairman gave the monthly report mentioning the future of Community Transport; RVBC Budget; Clitheroe swimming pool; Grants to Ribchester organisations and the London Building exhibition.



2
Village issues


Issues were to be raised with the appropriate authority in relation to Stoneygate Lane; Pope Croft toilet block; Road markings within the parish, particularly at the Black Bull and Stoneygate junctions. Drains on the Pope Croft car park.
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3. Parish Grants and Donations.

For many years it had been the practice to consider grant requests at the Council meetings held in May and November. But this can be off putting for small groups and it has been suggested that a broader approach might be adopted to widen the scope for applications. After consideration of the likely issues involved:
RESOLVED
1
That Council adopt a standard policy in relation to grant applications. 

2.
To extend the consideration of grants to the May, August, November and 
February meetings of the Council.

109

LENGTHSMAN DUTIES



Chairman gave details in relation to the current vacancy for a Lengthsman. The duties of the 

post would be set after an appointment has been made.

.

110

PARISH SPRING CLEAN & VILLAGE TIDY



The Clerk reported on this year’s event with some 30 bags of rubbish collected. Preston Road leading to Gallows Lane and Stoneygate Lane proved to be problem areas. Council agreed to follow up the suggestions for brightening up the village that had been included in previous reports of the best Kept Village judges. 

111
ELECTIONS 2015 


Chairman outlined the current position. Nomination papers are now available for return to the Borough Council by the 9 April. If necessary an election would be held on the 7 May.

112

OTHER CORRESPONDENCE



Lancashire Local Access Forum.
RESOLVED: 
That by virtue of the fact that the following item of business be exempt information under Category 7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, the 
press and public be now excluded from the meeting.
113.
STAFF SALARIES



Chairman introduced the Report on staff salaries that had been circulated in advance of the 


meeting.

RESOLVED 
1
That staff salaries for the financial year 2015/2016 be set as follows:



Clerk :  rate per hour

£10.22


Lengthsman: rate per hour    
£ 7.85 ( based on the Government’s ‘Living Wage’ with a review on 1 November).


2.
That Council recognise the long service of the village lengthsman in a suitable manner.

114

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Monday 20 April 2015 at SS Peter & Paul’s parish centre. 



There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.25pm

Confirmed as a true record:

