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RIBCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Meeting of the Council
Meeting date:

Monday 15 September 2014, starting at 7.30pm

Location:

SS Peter & Paul’s Parish Centre, Ribchester.


PRESENT:

 Councillor E Law-Riding Chairman)


Councillors:



A M Brown

C Cunliffe




J Dickinson

G Rollinson

D Royle


In attendance: County Councillor David Smith.

39

APOLOGIES 



Were received from Cllr I Sayers.
 
40

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



There were no declarations of Interest.
41

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

The Chairman welcomed residents of the parish to the meeting and invited comment on items on the agenda. Questions were raised about the application for affordable homes on a site off Parsonage Ave (3/2014/0624). Chairman responded that the Council had recently received a copy of a revised site plan. He expressed disappointment that the Borough Council had asked for observations on the  plan at short notice, particularly as the application was due to be considered at the planning committee on 18th September. The revised plan would not, however change the Council’s view that the development site was in the wrong place. The Council would continue with its objection and proposed to exercise its right to speak against the development at the planning committee
42

MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 21 July 2014 and of the extraordinary meeting of the Council held on 11 August 2014 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
43

MATTERS ARISING
Min 31: Millennium Garden: Chairman confirmed that the four benches had been repaired and would be stained shortly. The Playing Field Trust intended to prepare a grant application for the replacement of two of the benches.
Min 37: Other correspondence: Members of the Council congratulated Chris Byrne on the award of the prestigious FA medal for his contribution to the coaching of young footballers in the North West.


44

PLANNING



1.
Chairman reported on recent decisions of the Planning Committee of the Borough 



Council including applications delegated to the Chief Executive.


2.
Council considered a report on planning applications dealt with during the interval between 



meetings:



3/2014/0608 Change of use of agricultural land to domestic cartilage at 5 Stoneygate Lane.
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NO OBJECTION

3/2014/0633: Modify access and layout of existing car park at Stydd Nursery, Stoneygate Lane

.

OBJECTION submitted. Issues in relation to the Nursery are ongoing and of real concern to the Parish Council. The current and proposed layouts of the car park cannot cope with the amount of vehicles using the facility. The safety and risk levels are rated as high and do not appear to be adequately addressed. Further, the Council is disappointed that the application does not address the main issue, that of the nursery operating without planning consent.
3/2014/0665: Erection of steel portal building for housing pregnant cows at Lower Alston Farm.

NO OBJECTION

3/2014/0688: Two storey and single storey extensions to the side and rear at 1 Sunnyside Ave.

OBJECTION on the grounds that – the proposal would result in a prominent and visually intrusive development and the failure to demonstrate adequate off road parking would be provided to the detriment of road safety.

RESOLVED
That the Report be accepted.
45

ACCOUNTS
RESOLVED
1.
That the following payments be made:



Clerk
Clerical services (Aug/Sept) £242.74; Imprest £49.96

£292.70


SS Peter & Paul PC; meeting fee 




£  25.00



Mr J F Slater; Lengthsman Aug




£137.36


M Holden: caretaker duties Aug and Sept



£  46.00


HMRC: PAYE for q/e 30 September




£182.00

Mr J Tyrell: Repairs to Millennium garden benches


£  40.00



2.
 That the action of the Chairman in authorising the following payments between 


meetings be endorsed:



Clerk
Clerical services (July/Aug) £242.74; Imprest £7.35



Computer consumables £19.97




£269.86



SS Peter & Paul PC; meeting fee 




£  25.00



Mr J F Slater; Lengthsman July




£137.36



Mr T Rainford: Internal audit duties 2013/2014


£120.00


SS Peter & Paul PC; extraordinary meeting fee August

£  25.00

RVBC: Printing summer newsletter




£  35.00

46

EXTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2013/2014
The Clerk submitted the report of the council’s external auditor on the audit for the financial year 2013/2014. In the opinion of the auditor, the information contained in the Council’s annual statement was in accordance with the requirements of the Audit Commission. While the auditors concluded that no matters had come to their attention that gave cause for concern they recommended that the Council record receipt of the Council Tax support grant as a separate item in the account. 
RESOLVED: That the Report be accepted.

47

MATTERS RELATING TO PRINCIPAL COUNCILS


1
Borough Council Report
The Clerk gave the monthly report in the absence of the Borough Councillor mentioning issues in relation to road surfacing; English Heritage draft ‘Historic 
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Environment good practice advice’; The Borough Council’s Local Enforcement Plan’ and affordable warmth grants.


2
Village issues

Clerk reported on two highway issues:
A proposal to rationalise the traffic orders through Knowle Green that would have had the unfortunate effect of revoking the 30mph limit at the Halls Arms junction. In acknowledging the omission the County Council agreed that the order would be resubmitted.

A proposed closure of Stoneygate Lane in late October to allow electrical work to be carried out. The bus route from Clitheroe would be maintained by a temporary rerouting using Gallows Lane.

3 Best Kept Village Report
The Clerk reported on the results of the 2014 competition. While Ribchester was unplaced this year in the ‘medium’ village class SS Peter & Paul’s RC church had maintained its high standards receiving a ‘Highly Commended’ award in the ‘Place of Worship’ class. A copy of the Judge’s full report would be made available when it is received.
4.
Open & Accountable Government
The Clerk presented a report on the recently published guide for the press and the public about attending and reporting local government meetings. The Parish Council’s attention was specifically drawn to Section 4 of the guide which related to Parish Councils and their meetings.

The guide was split into five parts, each with a different focus. Part 1 was concerned with the different communication tools for reporting the proceedings of any meetings. Part 2 explained how the public could gain access to meetings of a Council executive, its committees and sub-committees and records of executive decisions taken by members and officers. Part 3 explained how the public could access all other meetings of a local government body other than Parish or Town Councils. Part 4 specifically explains how the public could access meetings of Parish and Town Councils and their records and Part 5 focussed on other rights that the public had to gain information.

The new national regulations had increased the right to film, audio record, take photographs and use media such as tweeting and blogging to record meetings. While prior permission for these activities was not require some advance notice was advisable where filming was being proposed.

48

LENGTHSMAN DUTIES


Were set.
49 OTHER BUSINESS
Cllr Cunliffe gave a brief report on progress in providing defibrillators within the village. The first operational set had been placed on the outside wall of the Sports and Social club while discussions on the placement of a second set were underway. Members of the Council wished to place on record their appreciation of the efforts of Mr Colin Byers in obtaining these important health aids.

50

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING


Monday 20 October at SS Peter & Paul's Parish centre. 



There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.00 PM.

Confirmed as a true record:
